Do's and Don'ts for
Nonprofits in an
Election Year

January 31 st 2012
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Thanks to all of our Co - Sponsors:

9to5 , National Association of Working Women National Association for the Education of Young
Children
AIDS United
National Collaboration for Youth
Big Brothers Big Sisters of America

National Council of Jewish Women

Center for Law and Social Policy
National Head Start Association

Child Welfare League of  America
National Human Services Assembly

Cities For Progress, the Institute for Policy

Studies National Low Income Housing Coalition
Community Action  Partnership National Priorities Project
Council for Opportunity in Education National Skills Coalition
Disciples Center for Public ~ Witness NETWORK, A National Catholic Social Justice
Lobby

Disciples Justice Action  Network
RESULTS: The Power to End Poverty
Faithful Reform in Health Care
SparkAction
Families USA
United for a Fair Economy
Food Research and Action Center
United Way Worldwide
National Alliance to End Sexual Violence
YWCA USA
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For chikdren. For youth. For change”
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Together, Making Children
and Families o National Priority
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Every worker. Every industry. A strong economy.

eliminating racism

RESULTS IH G

the power to end poverty
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Melissa Boteach

Half in Ten: The Campaign to Cut Poverty in
Half in Ten Years

Moderator
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Abby Levine

Legal Director, Advocacy Programs

Alliance for Justice
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Marylou Beaver
New Hampshire State Director

Every Child Matters
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Lobbying and Election -
Year Issues
for 501(c)(3)s
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Examples

Tax
Treatment

Lobbying
Activities

Electoral
Activities

501(c)(3)

501(c)(4)

Alliance for Justice
Every Child Matters

LCV Education Fund

Tax - Exempt
Donations tax -deductible

Private Foundation grants
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Cannot support or
oppose a candidate
for office

AFJ Action Campaign
PLAN Action Fund

LCV

Tax- Exempt

Unlimited

Secondary activity

Follow federal and
state election law



Public Nonpartisan

Education Voter Ed. _
Organizin Slopes
J J a Rally
PARTISAN Lobbying
POLITICAL Exceptions
Educate Regulatory
Legislators Efforts
Educational LOBBYING
Conferences
Get to Know L
: Litigation
Legislators
Research Training

What iIs ADVOCACY?



%' 5- ANTONID

—NILLARAIGOSA

Nonprofits
can and should

ADVOCATE
and LOBBY
for

POLICY
CHANGE!



INSUBSTANTIAL PART TEST

ANi nsubstantial 07?
. . Worry-Free Lok ing For Nonpy
-bbylng not defined o — s

501(H) EXPENDITURE TEST
-1e-time election T IRS Form 5768

How much

LOBBYING?

-analty less severe
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2N Overall lobbying limit

ANNUAL EXPENDITURES OVERALL LOBBYING LIMIT

$500,000 or less 20%

$500,000 to $1 million $100,000 +15% of excess over
$500,000

$1 million to $1.5 million $175,000 +10% of excess over
$1 million

Over $17 million $1,000,000

- Grassroots lobbying limit is 25% of overall limit

LOBBYING LIMITS  under 501(h)



NO support or
opposition for
CANDIDATES
W unning for
e’ "UBLIC OFFICE




facebook

Facebook helps you connect and share with the people in your life.
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Issue Advocacy

Advocating for
Issues during election year

Voter Education

Educating voters in a nonpartisan
way about candidates

Voter Registration

or g Registering historically under
represented groups

Doing More!

Ensuring partisan activities are
not attributed to the organization

NONPARTISAN

Electoral Activities



Who's And o's
For Kids? Just Kidding?

85% of
American
voters

agree that
our political
leaders

are not

doing enough
to help solve
the problems
facing children
today.

A child
can't see
through
campaign
promises,
but you can.

If government
is not about
children,

then what

is it worth?

Make your vote count for Kids.

FACTS and CIRCUMSTANCES




Tell Congress: Invest in the future!

ISSUE
ADVOCACY

LObby|ng/ Food Stamp Participants
Advocacy i nthions of people
Campaigns

Criticizing
Incumbents

Legislative
Scorecards
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Year (1988-present)

Candidate
Education

LOBBYING

or advocacy campaigns




CRITICIZING
INCUMBENTS

Focus on
Legislative Issues

Continue Ongoing
Criticism

Donot Cr i
Personal
Characteristics

L

CRITICIZING

Incumbents



CANDIDATE
EDUCATION

Offer to all

Use only what is
already gathered

Only create new
information if
organization has
reason to do so

il
for PUBLIC POLICY
Because facts matter.

June 3, 2008
«AddressBlocks
»GreetingLines
As a candidate for «For_Offices I want you to know that the Oregon Center for
Public Policy has a wealth of information that is available to all candidates for
public office and encourage you to visit our website and contact our office if

you need information about budget, tax or economic issues important to low-
and moderate-income Oregonians.

While OCPP is a non-partisan public policy research institute that does not get
involved promoting or opposing candidates for elective office, our information
on our website and from our staff is available to anyone, including candidates.

If you contact us for information we will try our best to provide you with the
timely, credible and accessible information that’s been our hallmark for over a
decade.

CANDIDATE

Education
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VOTER
REGISTRATION

Cm |

No Reference
to Party/Candidate

No Suggestion of
who to Vote for

Make Service
Available to
EVERYONE

Targeting for
NONPARTISAN

=son | \V/OTER REGISTRATION
& GOTV




Neither the League of
Women Voters Education
Fund nor any of its partners
takes any position on or
expresses any preference

about the Issues or
candidates displayed on this
site. The League of Women
Voters does not support or
oppose candidates or
political parties.

DISCLAIMERS



QUESTIONS

Unbiased questions

Open-Ended
Questions

Distribute to all
candidates

Broad range of
issues

No Pledges

FORMATTING

No editing

Present responses
equally

Disclaimers

Please desoribe the training and
exparignd @ that qualily you for She
posigon of United Saates Senator
(50 ward limit)

Desoribe Sha el ements you would support or
apposs i a nafonalenergy poloy (75 word
limit)

In Eght of the Enron, WorkdlCom, eto.
revelafons, whal approsch should She kederal
government take to insure the financial
Intagriey of compa nies opemBng in the ULS_ (75
waed lnnlg

How would you balance the need %o protect
By erican citizens from the oross s with the
it 0 radiain o ur ol BnerRes Y |75 Wt Ly

QUESTIONNAIRES



QUESTIONS

Unbiased questions

Broad range of
issues

FORMAT

Invite all Viable
Candidates

Fair Rules

Impartial
Moderator

Unbiased Audience
Equal Opportunity

No Contextual
Favoritism

U.S. SENATE

L. 6 & & ¢ * ok ok ok ok ok

DEBATE

Wednesday, June 16
7:00 PM

Mike Lee

Tim Bridgewater Sam Granato

R) | (D)
-
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Hunter Conference Center
Meet & Greet
following debate

Moderated
by
Rod Decker
of KUTV

DEBATES & FORUMS



CANDIDATE
APPEARANCES

Equal opportunity
required

No contextual
favoritism

1

CHANG

WE CAN BELIEVE I

Invite all viable
candidates

CANDIDATE
Appearances




APPEARANCE
UNRELATED TO
CANDIDACY

Awards & Policy
Updates

No Equal
Opportunity
Required

Avoid Mentioning
Candidacy

Donot Ti me to
Coincide with
Election

Disclaimers and - p p e aran Ce
UNRELATED
to Candidacy




Doing MORE!

Individual
Activities

Business Dealings

Post-Election
Activities

INDIVIDUAL

Activities



WEST COAST EAST COAST
Alliance For Justice Alliance for Justice

1611 Telegraph Avenue 11 Dupont Circle, NW

Suite 1006 2"d Floor
Oakland, CA 94612 Washington, DC 20036
510 -444 -6070 202 -822 -6070

\

FOR u
ALLIANCE{jsTICE

advocacy@afj.org
866.675.6229

www.afj.org



Insert poll questions
before Q and A



Electoral
Activities for
Non - Profits



